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Student of the Month 

Board of Education 

Steve Hill, President 

Paul LaRoche, Vice President 

Ruth Michniewicz, Secretary 

Ivy Fleming 

John Jared 

Kathy Kusiak 

Bob Yanik 

Luke Bedrosian 
The Grant Community High School November Student of  

the Month is senior Luke Bedrosian, son of Jack and Jennifer 

Bedrosian of Round Lake. 

 

Luke's academic achievements include induction into  

the National Honor Society during his sophomore  

year, he earned his place on Honor Roll and Scholars’ List 

each semester, he has been enrolled in several AP classes,  

one dual credit class, and has passed all six AP exams.   

He was named an NLCC All-Scholar, Social Studies  

Golden Globe winner, and he was nominated for Boys’  

State.  He currently holds an outstanding 5.198 GPA. 

 

His extracurricular activities include four years of Football, where he earned the honors  

of MVP, Desire Award, Team Captain, Varsity starter since sophomore year, and NLCC  

All-Conference 1st Team; four years of Basketball, earning the Hustle Award during 

freshman year; and Track and Math Team each year of his high school career.  He is  

also a founding member of the Computer Science Club. 

 

Luke volunteers his time through the National Honor Society’s community service  

events, he is a youth football junior coach and the head coach of the 4th grade feeder 

basketball team.  He is also a Big Dawg Mentor and a Math Lab Tutor. 

 

In addition to all of his activities, Luke worked as a lifeguard during the summer and  

is a host at Walker Bros. Pancake House.  He also enjoys spending time researching  

special interests such as space exploration, math & physics, travel & culture, technology, 

and history. 

 

His plans for the future include earning a degree in Aerospace Engineering and is currently 

assessing his university options, including MIT, Stanford, Purdue, and University  

of Illinois. His career aspiration is to further space exploration and colonization  

at SpaceX or NASA.  
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Jeremy Anderson is an excellent recipient of the Excellence in Education Award because he is an 

outstanding example of a staff member who elevates the entire school community. He is an important 

figure for all students, and he exemplifies what it means to be a leader to his peers. Jeremy is a Dean,  

but with his background rooted in psychology, he brings a fresh, unique perspective to all that he does. 

 

As a leader, Jeremy understands how to affect change, He has stepped up to establish monthly NLCC 

Dean’s Conferences. He has led multiple Parent University sessions including important topics on  

vaping, PBIS, and discipline. Additionally, Jeremy stepped up to lead CPI training for all staff and is  

part of the District’s newly formed MTSS Guiding Collation. This is all in addition to continuing his  

work as a PBIS Coach, member of the Discipline Committee, and running the Dean’s Twitter handle. 

Through his leadership, it is obvious that Jeremy sees the big picture and recognizes how to ultimately 

affect positive change. 

 

Moreover, Jeremy is a dedicated, hard worker who never shies away from a challenge. His sound ethics 

and ability to see the big picture allow him to thrive in a world where it is rare to tackle a challenge that  

is clearly black and white. For all of these reasons and many more, Jeremy Anderson is an excellent 

example of Excellence in Education. 

Excellence in Education Award Winner: 

Jeremy Anderson 
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Art Student of the Month 
Paige Schiller 

Artist Statement 

Ever since I’ve been out of the womb, art has been my #1 hobby. I always thought I got it 

from my mom’s side of the family, since my grandma is a crafting freak, and my mom is a 

graphic designer. In the early years of my childhood, I took comfort in transforming blank 

slates into an original creation that would never be able to be replicated. Sadly, there 

weren’t a lot of ways to express this passion, since there were no art classes and 

extracurriculars within my previous schools. As time passed and high school began, it was 

as if a door to a million different possibilities was opened to express myself through art. 

Anyone that previously went to Grant would talk about how outstanding the art 

department is, and I can already confirm that statement. The art teachers are what really tie 

everything together to make things as great as they are. If you’re fresh into joining an art 

extracurricular or starting an art class, there is no reason to be scared or have any doubts 

about it. I (and many other art students) can guarantee that whatever art-related  

class/outside-of-school activity you choose to pursue will be one of the most pivotal  

and beneficial decisions you can make within your years at GCHS.  
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Portrait of a Graduate 
Grant Community High School is undertaking an effort this school year to develop a Portrait of a Graduate.  Development of  

the Portrait will be an inclusive, local, and collaborative process that will identify and prioritize the competencies desired in  

all students by the time they graduate to enhance their chances of success now and in the future.   

 

We are undertaking this work because we want to ensure our educational system is being responsive to student aspirations  

and needs. We also have a fundamental desire for all students to have an educational experience here at Grant that prepares 

them well for college, a career, and adult life.      

 

The Portrait Design Team will seek to include parents, students, educators, business leaders, and community members.  

EdLeader21 and Battelle for Kids will be facilitating the work of the Portrait Design Team. Through a series of collaborative 

meetings, the Team will study how a changing economy, workplace skills and society impact our students.  A set of 

competencies, or the knowledge, skills, experiences and attributes, we want students to attain will then be identified.  

Ultimately, we will define a visual and practical representation of the goals our school and community can word toward to 

incorporate and ensure 21st century learning experiences for all students.      

 

After the process of developing the Portrait of a Graduate is complete, we will seek to update the district’s goals so that we have 

forward-thinking strategic goals that includes measurable objectives and action steps that will help ensure that every student is 

well prepared to be successful in college and/or the workforce and to be “life ready.” 

Social Studies Golden Globe Winner 
Emma Lennan is this month’s recipient of the Social Studies 

Golden Globe Award. 
 

Emma Lennan has quickly emerged as a Social Studies 

superstar. Within the first week of class, Emma revealed that 

she enjoys studying history, especially in her free time.  

Her passion has shown through in a number of ways.  

Her content knowledge of every topic we’ve covered so far is 

nothing short of remarkable. She is able to reference relevant 

historical information that contributes greatly to class 

discussions. Rather than pulling out obscure facts that don’t 

relate to the topics we’re studying, Emma shows  

her understanding by applying what she already knows to  

the new information she is learning. 
 

Emma has also clearly demonstrated the historical thinking skills that we as a department are working to teach. Emma has 

already applied her understanding of historical context and objective argumentation when looking at historical sources, events 

and figures. She understands that students of history need to occasionally remove their own opinions and emotions when 

analyzing and evaluating these topics. This is a significant skill and it is very impressive that Emma has already developed this 

skill. 
 

Emma’s willingness to show her passion about history is very impressive. She has no problem expressing how much she enjoys 

the subject. What might be most impressive is her ability to communicate with other students regarding the subject matter. She is 

able to clearly articulate the concepts of historical context and objectivity in a way that is very receptive to her peers. 

Emma’s passion for studying the content and skills of history, as well as her ability to communicate clearly, makes her deserving 

of the October Social Studies Golden Globe. 
 

The Social Studies Department is proud to award Emma with this honor.  Keep up the excellent work, Emma! 
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Another Incredible Season for the Marching Bulldogs 
The Marching Bulldogs had an amazing season this 

year performing A Little Night Music with selections 

including: Night On Bald Mountain, Claire De Lune, 

Moondance, & Music of the Night. In addition to 

performing in Fox Lake’s Annual 4th of July &  

Grant’s Homecoming Parades, the Marching Bulldogs 

performed at all of our home football games and pep 

assemblies as well as traveling to and competing  

in 4 competitions: 

• Red & Black Fall Classic at Northern Illinois

University (4th Place)

• Marengo Settlers’ Day (3rd Place)

• Grayslake North Knights Marching Festival (2nd Place)

• DeKalb High School Marching Championship (1st Place)

The Marching Bulldogs are excited to be bringing Santa to town at the Annual Holiday Parade on Saturday, 

November 30! Please join us on Grand Ave. for the parade and Millennium Park for the Tree Lighting Ceremony 

where several of our choir members will be performing! 

The Marching Bulldogs would like to extend a VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU to: 

• The GCHS Administration & Board of Education for providing our Assistant Marching Band  Director

as well as all of the additional resources necessary to be competitive.

• The GCHS Boosters Club for providing funds to hire staff for Band Camp.

• Our INCREDIBLE bus drivers who gave up their weekends to transport us safely.

• Our Cheerleaders for making treats for us as we headed to DeKalb HS & NIU.

• Our AMAZING parents who have spent countless hours fitting students for and hemming uniforms, chaperoning our

day long trips, providing water throughout the season, and helping us in various ways

at the parades we performed in.

• All of our fans who have cheered us on throughout the season.

• Ms. Miller for creating out INCREDIBLE locker decorations for each competition and Homecoming.

Without all of their support, we would not have been this successful this season! 

The Marching Bulldogs marched about 100 students and were led to success by incredible student leaders. The 

following students deserve special accolades for going above and beyond as Drum Majors & Section Leaders: 

Head Drum Major: Josh Anderson Assistant Drum Major: Peyton Baisden 

Section Leaders: 

Flute: Megan Katzel  

Clarinet: Katie Ulinski 

Alto Sax: Nathaniel Soco  

Tenor Sax: Liam Cacioppo 

Bari Sax: Brei Panares 

Trumpet: Allison Pecora 

Horn & Tuba: Calvin Hook 

Trombone: Christi Berta  

Drumline: Javion Jenkins 

Front Ensemble: Alex Kreplin 

Colorguard: Amber Adkins, Natalie Foote, Kayla 

Gibbons, & Taylor Herriott  
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We are very proud of the collective efforts of faculty, staff, students and parents to make learning a priority here at Grant 

Community High School.  We also feel strongly the positive culture and climate we seek to foster is essential in creating the type 

of learning experience we want for our students.  Here are a few highlights from the Report Card we’d like to share with you: 

The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) released our 2019 School Report Card today. The Report Card shows how well  

our school is progressing on a wide range of educational goals. We are pleased to report that Grant Community High School 

received a designation of Commendable.  The designation is a descriptor of how well our school is meeting the needs of all 

students, based on the following measures of performance: 

Measures of Academic Performance and Growth (75%) 

1.  English Language Arts Proficiency  

2.  Math Proficiency 

3.  Science Proficiency  

4.  Graduation Rate 

5.  English Learner Progress to Proficiency 

 

Measures of School Quality/Student Success (25%) 

1.  Chronic Absenteeism 

2.  9th-Graders on Track to Graduate (6.25%) 

3.  Climate Survey 

4.  College and Career Readiness (implementation of  

      indicator delayed) 

5.  Fine Arts (implementation of indicator delayed)                                

The School Report Card may be found at www.illinoisreportcard.com.  While we are proud of the quality of services provided  

to students and the hard work of our staff who help students to achieve at high levels, we continue to seek ways to further 

increase student learning.  The district is in the second year of a partnership with District Management Group, an educational 

consulting firm, to review current systems and structures with the goal to strengthen and expand best-practice supports for 

student learning.   
 

As mentioned previously, we received a Commendable designation.  Here is a brief description of the four possible  

School Designations: 

School Designations 

Exemplary Commendable Underperforming Lowest-Performing 

• Performance in the top 

10% of all schools 

• High schools with  

graduation rate higher 

than 67% 

• No underperforming  

student groups at or below 

the “all students” group  

in the lowest-performing 

5% of all schools 

• Eligible to apply to serve 

as an IL-EMPOWER 

Learning Partner  

• Performance not in the  

top 10% of all schools 

• High schools with  

graduation rate higher 

than 67% 

• No underperforming  

student groups at or below 

the “all students” group  

in the lowest-performing 

5% of all schools  

• Eligible to apply to serve 

as an IL-EMPOWER 

Learning Partner  

• One or more student 

groups underperforming 

at or below the “all  

students” group in the 

lowest-performing 5% of 

all schools; groups must 

have at least 20 students  

in at least three indicators 

• Completes a Work Plan 

for School Improvement 

and provided targeted 

support through IL-

EMPOWER process  

• In the lowest-performing 

5% of Title I eligible 

schools statewide 

• High schools with  

graduation rate at or  

below 67% 

• Completes a Work Plan 

for School Improvement 

and provided  

comprehensive  

support through  

IL-EMPOWER process  

• 94% student attendance 

• 89% of freshman are on track to graduate on time  

• 90% graduation rate   

• 78% of students enroll in college 

• 425 students took early college coursework while at Grant 

• 1,077 college credits earned through successful AP tests  

• 20 average class size 

We will continue to focus our efforts on our goal of improving student achievement and look forward to sharing more positive 

results with you as the year progresses.   

http://www.illinoisreportcard.com
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School Board Member Appreciation 
November 15 will mark the official statewide observance of School Board Members Day in Illinois.  

The honorary day is an opportunity for the district and community to show support for our Board  

of Education and their commitment to the students of Grant Community High School.   

 

School board members serve the public as unpaid volunteers for the benefit of the students and  

community residents. They are the front-line advocates that provide a local voice and vision for the  

District and seek to create meaningful educational opportunities for each and every child.  

 

Board members dedicate a significant amount of their own personal time to the District. They attend 

monthly meetings, committee meetings, participate in professional development activities, attend  

a variety of school functions, and work to ensure students have access to the educational resources  

they need to succeed. This dedication often takes them away from time that could be spent with their  

own family.  

 

Successful communities have high quality public schools that are a 

source of local pride among residents. The leadership and vision 

exemplified by board members directly impacts not only the school 

district, it touches the lives of nearly every resident in one way or 

another.  

 

November 15 has been designated as School Board Members Day in 

Illinois. Leadership for our community and our schools begins with 

the tireless work of the local board of education.  

 

Please recognize the efforts of our local school board members on this honorary day.  

Mr. Steve Hill 

Mr. Paul LaRoche  

Mrs. Ruth Michniewicz 

Mrs. Ivy Fleming 

Mr. John Jared 

Mrs. Kathy Kusiak 

Mr. Robert Yanik 

Board President 

Board Vice-President 

Board Secretary 

Board Member 

Board Member 

Board Member 

Board Member 
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As course registration approaches, the Grant Business Department is excited to remind parents and students 

that INCubatoredu, MobileMakersEdu, and a Project Lead the Way course addition will be starting next year.  
 

INCubatoredu is an honors level, full-year 

course, and offers an authentic 

entrepreneurship experience as students  

build a business. Students make mistakes,  

take risks, and learn to pivot. They develop their own product or service startup to gain investment funds in a 

final shark-tank style pitch event. Real entrepreneurs and industry experts serve as volunteer coaches and 

mentors guiding student teams through the processes of developing hypotheses about a business concept, 

testing those hypotheses, adapting, and continually learning and improving. 
 

Students leave the course having completed a Business Model Canvas, competitive analysis, financial model, 

minimum viable product, pitch deck, future communications plan, and future funding plan. An authentic 

entrepreneurial experience builds confidence and encourages passion for students to think through new 

answers to new problems and give new interpretations to old problems. 
 

Students will learn entrepreneurship by defining the opportunity, creating solutions, and embracing the 

outcome, even if they don’t succeed. Failure isn’t a bad thing because it means students tried something in  

the first place. It also presents an opportunity to pivot, iterate, and develop some resilience with their  

thinking as they continue to seek solutions. 
 

Our INCubatoredu program will be led by Mr. Schaap, with support from key members of our community.  

This enables a unique instructional framework for students to be grounded in the ‘real world’ while 

connecting our community around student success. 
 

If you would like to learn more about the INCubatoredu course, use the following links to hear stories from 

students that have taken this course at their school: Student Perspective of INCubatoredu and Through the 

Eyes of INCubatoredu Students. 

 

Future readiness for students requires 

understanding how technology can  

solve problems regardless of career path. 

Modern skills like algorithmic thinking  

are important for many career and technical fields, and standard computer science just isn’t motivating to  

all students. MobileMakersEdu is a way to ‘light up’ students around coding and foster an entrepreneurial 

mindset - students learn coding and design skills to bring mobile app ideas to life, and in doing so acquire  

career-ready and soft skills. 

 

Throughout this mobile app coding course, students build working apps for Apple’s mobile devices using  

the language and tools of professionals – Swift and Xcode. Students experience an authentic workplace 

environment applying the methodologies and practices of real-world developers, and acquire skills around 

teamwork, problem-solving, collaboration, and communication. The apps students build grow in complexity 

throughout the year, culminating in an app showcase, where students demonstrate an app they built of their 

own design. 
 

So much of our world today involves technology and apps, and a working knowledge (and demystification)  

of coding and hands-on experience in building apps is important.   
Continued on page 7... 

https://vimeo.com/284390267
https://vimeo.com/349512371
https://vimeo.com/349512371
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MobileMakersEdu is a great entry point for learning to code, or a complement to a deeper focus around 

computer science. Learning to code has the effect of teaching someone how to think differently -- how to break 

down problems into small, separate parts to understand impact and then drive solutions. 

 

Join Mrs. Highley in this coding adventure next year and learn how to code like a pro. If you would like to 

learn more about the MobileMakersEdu course, use the following links to hear stories from students that have 

taken their course at their school: What is MobileMakersEdu? and Student Experience. 

 

 

We are currently in our first year of Project 

Lead the Way, a transformative learning 

experience that creates an engaging,  

hands-on classroom environment to  

empower students to develop in-demand 

knowledge and skills.  

 

As we look to introduce new curriculum and opportunities for our students, we are happy to announce that 

we will be adding another addition to our Project Lead the Way course. This new course, Principles of 

Engineering, is a continuation of the current Introduction to Engineering & Design course we offer at Grant. 

 

This course helps students to understand the field of engineering/engineering technology. By exploring 

various technology systems and manufacturing processes, students will learn how engineers and technicians 

use math, science, and technology in an engineering problem solving process. While taking this course, 

students will focus on multiple areas of study which includes: 
 

• Careers 

 Different careers within the engineering field 

• Energy and Power 

 Mechanical advantage 

 Simple Machines 

• Materials and Structures/Civil Engineering and Architecture 

 Design and test trusses 

 Material testing 

 Tensile testing 

• Control Systems/Robotics & Electronics 

 VEX Robotics 

 Logger Pro 

 ROBOTC – Robot programming language 

 

This course will push our students further into the engineering world and help to build their knowledge base 

for after high school. During a student’s time in this course, they can expect to complete projects such as 

designing a truss and testing to failure or utilizing electronics, robotics, sensors, and motors to create their 

own programming software. 

 

Don’t miss out on this, and future, Project Lead the Way courses! Talk to your counselor or Mr. Flaker for 

more information and dive into the world of engineering! 

Continued from Page 6... 

https://vimeo.com/222581241
https://vimeo.com/325448924
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Parents across Illinois now have an opportunity to participate in the eighth annual statewide Illinois 5Essentials Survey. On 

behalf of the Illinois State Board of Education, the survey will be administered online by UChicago Impact at the University of 

Chicago. The survey gathers data related to the following five research-based indicators that they have determined can predict 

important student outcomes: 
 

• Effective Leaders 

• Collaborative Teachers 

• Involved Families 

• Supportive Environments 

• Ambitious Instruction 
 

As a parent, we hope you will take this opportunity to share your thoughts on the important elements of school effectiveness at 

Grant Community High School. Your identity and survey responses will be kept completely confidential and will never be 

connected to you or your child. The parent survey will remain open through February 14, 2020.    
 

As per state requirement, students and teachers will also be completing the Illinois 5Essentials Survey. The student and teacher 

surveys will be conducted December 10 through February 14.  To take the survey please visit https://survey.5-essentials.org/

Illinois/ and select the appropriate survey to begin. 
 

For more information about the Illinois 5Essentials Survey, or to view previous years’ reports, please visit https://www.5-

essentials.org/illinois. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 5Essentials Client Services at 1-866-440-1874 or 

5essentials@uchicago.edu.  

When: Wednesday, November 9, 

2019 

Time: 6:30—8:15 PM 

Where: GCHS Auditorium 

The purpose of this Information Night is to inform current freshmen through junior 

students about the College Board Advanced Placement program and courses so 

students can make the best decision about enrolling in AP courses for the  

2020-2021 school year.  Although this may seem a little early, students will begin 

selecting courses for the next school year soon so it is important that they have  

this information. 

 

Any freshmen-junior students considering taking an AP course during the  

2020-2021 school year—even if they are already taking one this year—should 

attend this important informational evening.  Information about the requirements 

and benefits of taking AP classes will be covered along with guidelines and course 

information for the 2020-2021 school year will also be shared.  We also show how 

the College Board’s PSAT and SAT assessments indicate Advanced Placement 

course potential in their score reports. 

 

The informational presentation will start at 6:30 P.M. in the auditorium.   

After a presentation about the College Board Advanced Placement Program  

and requirements, teachers of AP courses at Grant will hold 15-minute  

information sessions about their course in a rotating setting.  This will allow 

students and parents to hear information for up to four different courses in  

which they may be interested in enrolling.   Also, one of our guidance counselors 

will be available to assist parents and students in accessing the College Board site  

to find out about colleges and universities awarding either advanced placement  

or college credit for students taking an Advanced Placement exam. 

AP Parent Night 
Freshmen-Juniors 

https://survey.5-essentials.org/Illinois/
https://survey.5-essentials.org/Illinois/
https://www.5-essentials.org/illinois
https://www.5-essentials.org/illinois
mailto:5essentials@uchicago.edu
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The $10 Challenge 
On October 8th, Mrs. Cameron's Pre-Algebra class, along with Ms. Mitchell and Mrs. Morris' math classes 

participated in a life-skills based field trip at our local Fox Lake Jewel. "The $10 Challenge" required  

students to use mental math skills to purchase items as close to $10 and apply real-world applications  

in math. Winners were chosen from each class, as well as an overall winner. The winner from Mrs. Cameron's 

class was Kaylynn Newkirk; Ms. Mitchell's class winner was Makenna Ryan; Mrs. Morris' class winner was 

Ryan Milner.  

CONGRATULATIONS to Katie Pratt for spending $9.74. Thank you to the Jewel staff for making our field 

trip a big success. Great job working on real life math skills, Bulldogs! 

The Grant High School Wrestling team will be taking appointments to do various 

fall yard cleanup activities (rake leaves, clean garden beds, etc.). The team is using 

this activity as a fundraiser for the upcoming season and will be accepting donations 

in return for the cleaning services. Support your local wrestling program and make 

an appointment today! 

 

In addition to fundraising, our staff’s goal is to provide a service to the community and teach our team the value 

of giving back to the community they live in.  

 

To schedule an appointment, contact Head Coach Lenny Grodoski at  

847-571-0299 or lgrodoski@grantbulldogs.org. 

Grant Wrestling Fall Community Cleanup 
Sunday, November 17, 2019 
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Art students visited the Chicago Art Institute and Millennium Park. 

National Honor Society members 

volunteer at the Pumpkin Jubilee. 

Advanced English 11 students presented in front of a panel of 

Students donate blood 

during our first blood 

drive of the year. 
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Fall Play Updates 
Our GCHS students are hard at work rehearsing, designing, 

painting, and constructing all the elements of our fall play,  

A Midsummer Night's Dream by William Shakespeare. 

Performances will be November 22 and 23 at 7pm and Nov. 24 at 

2pm in our auditorium.  

Tickets will be available in the bookstore for students or online at 

prices of $5 for students/senior citizens and $7 for adults. 

Set building (below) and costume design (above) is underway as staff & students lend a helping hand. 

The thespians of GCHS have welcomed a new, four-legged 

cast member this fall. Join us on opening night  

for some DOGgone fun! 

Get your tickets now! 
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School Psychology Awareness Week 
November 11-15 

This year's theme is "Find Your Focus," which can have a variety of meanings such as paying attention, being able to see an idea more clearly, identifying  

an area of interest, or being persistent and determined in one’s effort. Focusing can help us set goals, identify action steps, communicate needs, and engage  

in discussions that help create the connections necessary for students to develop critical academic and social emotional skills.   

Why did you enter the psychology field? 

I have always been interested in how our brain works, why people behave in certain ways, why they make 

certain choices.   I wanted to help people understand themselves and each other.  
 

How do you help students find their focus (ex. Paying attention in class) in school or life? 

It is a problem solving process where you use different skills.  You work with the students, get their 

perspective, collect relevant information from the teachers and parents, and come up with a plan. If it does 

not work, you reevaluate, collect more data, create a new plan and implement it together with the 

student.  If it is successful, you feel very happy, encourage the student to continue using new skills, and 

move on to help the next student.   
 

What are other school resources that students can use to identify areas of interest?  

The school website: under Student Services/Social/Emotional Support we have many useful resources for 

students and their families    

Why did you enter the psychology field? 

I took AP Psychology in high school and I just fell in love with the field! I stumbled onto the field of school 

psychology as an undergraduate. It combined my passion of wanting to help others within a school setting.  
 

What is your favorite part of your job? 

I love establishing positive relationships with students, parents, and staff! It is incredibly rewarding when 

students, parents, and staff share their gratitude with me about how I played a role in helping them. It is 

such a rewarding feeling and why I continue the work that I do.  
 

How do you help students set goals and identify action plans? 

The best goals are smart goals! (Specific, measurable, attainable, realistic, and time-oriented). I think one  

of the most important components to goals is making sure that goals are attainable. If we set unattainable 

goals for ourselves then we quickly lose focus and want to give up. Seeing success is very motivating and  

I want all the students I work with to see success.  

What is the most challenging part of your job?   

Paperwork and deadlines are an important and challenging part of the school psychologist’s role. But, 

Grant has offered me the best mix yet of having meaningful time with other staff members and students 

while also allowing me to have some time to get a lot of my paperwork done in the office.  
 

How do you help students find their focus (ex. Paying attention in class) in school or life? 

I try to work with students to identify broader goals. For example, if a student wants to go to a selective 

university, that student may need to get good grades in most classes even if he/she is not entirely 

interested. But for other students who know that they want a job in a specific field or trade, I understand 

that he/she doesn’t need all A’s in honors classes to move toward that goal. Of course, I want every student 

to maximize their potential, but more importantly, I want them to experience contentment and enjoy their 

high school experience by having meaningful high school goals that prepare them for what they want to do 

   after graduation. 
 

How do social emotional skills affect academic growth and achievement?  

I have heard people debate which is more important… academic emphasis or teaching social skills? Well, both are important! If you have 

academic skills but lack social skills, it’s hard to work through the challenges that come with more complex work. And if you have social  

skills but very poor academic skills, that makes it hard to apply information in new and meaningful ways. Growing in both areas is  

important throughout our lives.  

Svetlana Petrova 

Psychologist for 24 years 

Rachel Lesiak 

Psychologist for 7 years 

Luke Fischer 

Psychologist for 7 years 
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PBIS 

Congratulations to  

our October Bulldog  

Pride winners! 

 

Great job Keeping it RED! 

 

Jose Miranda 

Alexandra Briordy 

Camron Hinkle 

Jonathan Badua 

Alonda Carranza Duran 

Yulissa Cuevas 

Liam Mesmer 

David Ussery 

With October being National Bullying Prevention Month, we invited students to participate in several anti-bullying 

activities, which included participating in World Day of Bullying Prevention on October 7, 2019. To show solidarity, 

students and staff wore blue to #STOMPOutBullying. By coming together as a Bulldog community, we are not only 

showing that we are stronger than bullying, but that we can overcome any obstacle together. 

 

To further make an impact on bullying during October, we reviewed (and for some introduced) our Expect Respect 

lesson which incorporates the SWAT and SBL method. During the Expect Respect lesson, students are taken through 

a scenario in which a student is being harassed and goes to a teacher for help. While talking to her teacher, this 

student is encouraged to stand up for herself by following the SWAT method. 

 

If someone is bothering you, you should ask the person to STOP. If the behavior doesn’t stop, you should then 

WALK AWAY from that person. If the person follows you and continue the behavior, that is when you should  

TALK and tell a trusted adult.  

 

If you find yourself in a similar situation and another person is telling you to STOP, you should use the SBL method. 

The SBL method focuses on STOPPING the behavior, taking a minute to BREATHE, and LEAVING the situation  

if necessary. 

 

In case students run into similar situations, we have placed posters throughout the school that outline these  

methods for reference. We found these acronyms very helpful and look forward to seeing how our Freshmen  

utilize these methods. 
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Keep It RED 

Students wear blue to #STOMPOutBullying as a Bulldog community. 

Check out some of our Bulldog Buck winners from October! 

Left to right: Grant Pederson, Germaliz Ortiz, Neil Knudsen,  

Grace Ruiz, Alyssa Manthi, & Allen Melton 



 

 

Career Center News:   

• Upcoming Career Speakers! Email Mrs. Oddo 

(doddo@grantbulldogs.org) for a pass. 

 November 1: Actuary (multiple periods) 

 November 14: National Guard (10th 

period) 

 November 19: Lawyer (10th period) 

 November 21: Mental Health Therapist/

Counselor (10th period) 

 

*Check the TV screens and TEAM Schoology  

page for any up-to-date additions 

 

Website Resources: 

• SAT College Board - www.collegeboard.org 

• ACT- www.actstudent.org 

• Khan Academy/SAT test Prep-  https://

www.khanacademy.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminders: 

• November 2: SAT Testing Day 

• November 6: AP Parent Night 

• December 7: SAT Testing Day 

• December 14: ACT Testing Day 

 

Upcoming College Visits: 

• November 4: University of Massachusetts, 

Lowell 

• November 5: Saint Anthony College of Nursing 

• November 6: Rockford University 

• November 26: Robert Morris University 

Counselor’s Corner 

Registration Information: 

Counselors will be visiting Juniors during TEAM early in November to start the registration process  

for Senior Year. Students will be selecting classes in Skyward and will then meet with their  

counselor on an individual basis to review their selections. Registration for  

Sophomores and Freshmen will start in January. 

 

College of Lake County for Early Grads: 

The College of Lake County will be at Grant on Thursday, November 7, 2019, to provide placement 

testing to those students who need to test prior to registering for classes starting in January. Questions 

about placement testing and to sign up, please have your student see their school counselor. 
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Calendar 

November 

 
Nov. 6   Parent University: AP Parent Night 

Nov. 11   11th Grade Arena Scheduling (course selection) 

Nov. 13   School Improvement Meeting, 9:40 am Late Start 

Nov. 15   Progress Reports 

Nov. 22-24  Fall Play: A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

Nov. 27-29  Thanksgiving Recess, no school 

 

December 

 
Dec. 11   School Improvement Meeting, 9:40 am Late Start 

Dec. 16   10th Grade Arena Scheduling (course selection) 

Dec. 18-20  Semester Exams 

Dec. 23 - Jan. 3 Winter Break 

 

January 

 
Dec. 23 - Jan. 3 Winter Break 

Jan. 6   School Resumes 

Jan. 6   Summer School Registration begins 

Jan. 8   School Improvement Meeting, 9:40 am Late Start 

Jan. 20   Martin Luther King Jr. Day, legal school holiday 

Jan. 21   9th Grade Arena Scheduling (course selection) 

Jan. 22   School Improvement Meeting, 9:40 am Late Start 

Jan. 22-23  8th Grade Enrollment Nights 

 


